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Synopsis

The acquisition of the manuscript for the Royal Ontario Museum in Toronto dates back in all
likelihood almost one hundred years. Then, in 2006, Irmtraut Munro discovered, inside an old tin can
and embedded in cotton wool, two tightly rolled, brittle and fragile papyrus scrolls whose existence
had been forgotten. The scrolls have turned out to be the upper and lower parts of the same
manuscript. After a professional conservation and reassembly of the numerous loose fragments, the
papyrus can now be presented in an excellent condition.The use of rare and expensive color
pigments and the sumptuous leaf gilding applied for the decoration of its full-size vignettes is without
equal and indicates the high social status and economic power of its erstwhile owner. Although the
papyrus does mention the owner’s name and his hitherto unknown priestly title together with the
name of his father and mother, no other documents of the family can be traced elsewhere. The
dating of the manuscript into the early Ptolemaic Period can only be solidly determined on
palaeographical, stylistic and iconographic grounds. Insect feeding marks on the papyrus allow the

gathering of exact empirical data for the calculation of missing portions of scrolls.
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